Pneumatic otoscopy in the diagnosis of middle ear effusion: the use of video as a teaching aid.
A recent survey has shown that the average general practitioner could expect to see 40 episodes of middle ear effusion in one year. It is an important condition because of its frequency, its insidious onset, and its persistence. It is presently associated with hearing loss, resulting in educational and social disadvantages. A more accurate diagnosis can be made over other conventional methods by the use of pneumatic otoscopy. It is a technique that is not widely used by general practitioners in this country. A videotape was produced to demonstrate the behaviour of the normal and abnormal eardrum during pneumatic otoscopy. This paper gives a review of how this was achieved.